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 � Distribution of 3G-enabled laptops to teachers and Qualcomm-
enabled tablets to students allow access to cloud-based, 
educational content and resources in the classroom. Classrooms 
in participating schools utilize a range of technologies. 

 � A professional development program for teachers focuses on the 
e� ective use of ICT-based resources to improve student learning, 
particularly in English Language, Life Skills and Mathematics.

 � A comprehensive English Language program delivered via mobile 
technology fosters the development of skills to be successful in a 
knowledge-based global economy. 

 � Through the delivery of a life skills and empowerment program 
via tablets, girls improve their communication skills and build 
self-confi dence. 

 � A scholarship program for impoverished girls enables them to 
stay in school and complete their secondary education.

MYANMAR
2018 Statistics*

Population (2017 est.)

Life Expectancy

GDP Per Capita (2017 est.)

Mobile Penetration (est.)

*Sources: CIA World Factbook (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook); Mobile penetration data provided by Ovum World Cellular Information Service and 
based on market intelligence.
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Connect To Learn
Aiming to Improve Learning Outcomes of Impoverished 
Girls in Myanmar
The Connect To Learn program is a public-private partnership that brings mobile 
technology and 3G-based Internet access to underserved schools in Myanmar, o� ering 
students the opportunity to leapfrog to a 21st century education. The program promotes 
universal access to quality secondary education by providing user-friendly 3G learning 
devices for teachers and students to use in the classroom. The program delivers information 
and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure and training to approximately 21,000 
students and 155 teachers from 31 schools. In a country where retention of girls in school 
is a growing challenge, Connect To Learn aims to e� ectively integrate teacher training 
programs to enrich learning experiences, reverse the tide of girls dropping out of school 
and improve workforce readiness. 

Challenge
 � For many schools in Myanmar, mobile broadband o� ers the only viable connection to the 

Internet and a 21st century education. 

 � In 2015, only 39% of the population aged 15-65 owned a mobile phone and an active SIM 

card.1 

 � Enrollment of school-age children in Myanmar’s secondary schools hovers at just over 

50 percent, one of the lowest fi gures globally.2

 � The Myanmar Ministry of Education has prioritized the use of ICT in classrooms to 

support the ongoing Comprehensive Education Sector Review initiative, and is currently 

the only ICT program for education in the country.
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Qualcomm® Wireless Reach™
Qualcomm believes access to advanced wireless technologies can improve people’s lives.  Qualcomm Wireless Reach is a strategic initiative that 
brings wireless technology to underserved communities globally. For the last ten years, Wireless Reach has invested in programs that foster 
entrepreneurship, aid in public safety, enhance the delivery of health care, enrich teaching and learning and improve environmental sustainability, 
impacting over 15 million beneficiaries.

www.wirelessreach.com

September 25, 2018

Connecting 10,500
Impoverished Girls
The Connect To Learn 
program connects 
31 schools to mobile 
broadband networks 
to improve the learning 
outcomes of 21,000 
students in Myanmar, 
including 10,500 
impoverished girls.

Improved 
Teaching 
Quality
Teaching quality is 
expected to increase 
through e� ective use 
of ICT in improving 
teaching and learning 
and over 150 teachers 
will be trained.

Increased 
Employment 
Opportunities
Students will be able 
to improve numeracy 
and language literacy 
skills that can lead to 
increased employment 
opportunities. 

Emphasis on 
Educating Girls
Female students from 
secondary schools 
will be empowered to 
communicate e� ectively 
about issues that 
are important to the 
community, including the 
importance of education 
for girls.

Cloud-based 
Education
The program provides 
the technical building 
blocks to enable 
accelerated access 
to cloud-based 
education content 
and collaboration 
systems. 

Impact

Technology

Program Stakeholders

 � Ericsson Mobile broadband connectivity via 3G/HSPA 
together with Myanmar Posts and Telecommunications 
(MPT).

 � 3G-enabled laptops and Qualcomm-enabled tablets.

 � An open source, cloud based education platform from 
Ericsson, that includes a cloud content management system 
that makes education content available on di� erent types of 
devices, with the experience optimized for each device type.

 � A real time managed cloud front end for Android Tablets 
from Finja Five that provides the educational applications in 
the tablets.

 � Portable carts accommodate charging, secure storage and 
easy transport of tablets to classrooms.

 � Universal Power Supply units provide a stable power supply 
for the ICT equipment.

1 http://lirneasia.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LIRNEasia_MyanmarBaselineSurvey_DescriptiveStats_V1.pdf
2 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/myanmar_statistics.html

https://twitter.com/QualcommforGood


Qualcomm 21st Century 
Classroom
Using Mobile Technologies to Modernize Education and 
Alleviate Poverty in China
To meet the priorities of the Chinese government’s national “Three Connections, Two 
Platforms” plan, the Qualcomm 21st Century Classroom program is a collaboration with 
China Children and Teenagers’ Fund (CCTF). A mobile broadband-based learning program, 
the Qualcomm 21st Century Classroom supports the Chinese government’s use of 
information and communications technologies (ICT) to modernize education and reduce 
poverty. Mobile technology has fundamentally changed access to educational materials 
and this collaboration enables even greater opportunities to enrich teaching and learning, 
and address learning disparities by decreasing the digital divide. 

Challenge
 � In China, there are more than 40 million children living in impoverished areas. The 

development levels of these children, particularly in health and education, are far behind 

the average.1

 � Leveraging ICT to modernize education is a clearly stated policy priority of the Chinese 

government. In 2016, the Ministry of Education released the 13th Five Year Plan for 

Informatizing Education (2016-2020). In 2012, the Ministry of Education released the 

Ten-Year Development Plan of Informatizing Education (2011-2020). During the same 

year, the State Council launched the “Three Connections, Two Platforms” national 

education development initiative.

 � The program developed a cutting-edge, 21st century learning 

environment in selected classrooms at Guang’An Second Middle 

School in Guang’An District, and Meng Ya Primary School and 

Wen Xing Middle School in Yilong County. These three schools 

are located in government-designated poverty-stricken areas.

 � All classrooms in participating schools are provided with 

broadband Internet connectivity and electronic smartboards.

 � 200 teachers and 360 students have received Qualcomm® 

Snapdragon™ enabled tablets to learn ICT skills, access state-of-

the-art digital educational materials and better communicate with 

one another.

 � All smartboards and mobile tablets are linked directly to a 

customized resource platform where diverse digital education 

content can easily be downloaded and uploaded through the 

wireless broadband network. Smartboards and tablets are also 

linked to a classroom management system that allows teachers 

to access courseware, prepare classes, assign homework, prepare 

tests and track scores. The classroom management system also 

allows the students in pilot classes to review class videos, access 

reference books, communicate with classmates and teachers, and 

prepare for tests.

 � Through augmented broadband capacity and an on-campus 

wireless network, participating teachers and students can also 

access the Internet and digital education resources at anytime.

 � Teachers were trained on how to use the new mobile devices to 

build curriculum, use digital platforms, work with digital content 

and leverage advances in individualized learning to improve 

student and teaching outcomes.

*Sources: CIA World Factbook (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook); Mobile penetration data provided by Ovum World Cellular Information 
Service and based on market intelligence.
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Population (2017 est.)

Life Expectancy
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Mobile Penetration
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1.38

90.06%
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billion

75.7
years
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Qualcomm® Wireless Reach™
Qualcomm believes access to advanced wireless technologies can improve people’s lives. Qualcomm Wireless Reach is a strategic initiative that 
brings wireless technology to underserved communities globally. For the last ten years, Wireless Reach has invested in programs that foster 
entrepreneurship, aid in public safety, enhance the delivery of health care, enrich teaching and learning and improve environmental sustainability, 
impacting over 15 million beneficiaries.

www.wirelessreach.com

July 20, 2018

Over 4,000 Students
and Teachers
Since the program implementation began in 

late 2015, 200 teachers and 4,000 students 

age 7 to 15 have benefi ted.

150+

Over 150 Hours of Training
Teachers have received a total of 152 hours 

of instructor-led trainings. 80% of teachers 

who participated in the trainings report  their 

teaching skills and ICT knowledge have 

improved since the program began.

Results Create New Partnerships
Based upon the program results achieved in the 

Sichuan Province, Qualcomm Wireless Reach is 

collaborating with CCTF to expand the program 

to Jiangxi province.

Materials Delivered Online
Over 450 teaching materials have been 

created and shared on the online platform.

Impact

Program Stakeholders

1 STATE COUNCIL, 2014-2020 DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR CHILDREN IN IMPOVERISHED AREAS. 
HTTP://WWW.GOV.CN/ZHENGCE/CONTENT/2015-01/15/CONTENT _ 9398.HTM

https://twitter.com/QualcommforGood
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