
Sustain 
Our Environment 
Qualcomm is committed to protecting and enhancing our environment. As a Company, we consistently 
strive to minimize hazardous materials and reduce consumption of our natural resources. Using 
education and administrative controls, we continuously assess our processes and practices to identify 
opportunities for reduction in energy, waste and toxic emissions.
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*Figures represent 2007 calendar year for California facilities only; roughly 70 percent 
of our global square footage. 

 2008 Highlights Include:
• Sustainability: A Core Qualcomm Value

• Solid Growth & Controlled Emissions

• Building Green

• Self-Generated Power

• Solar-Powered Savings

• Conservation: Water Reclamation

• Sustainable Kitchen Practices

• Green Cleaning

• Recycling and eWaste

 Sustainability: A Core Qualcomm Value
In the early 1990s, the Qualcomm Real Estate and Facilities (QREF) team began 
incorporating energy saving strategies into all of our buildings. To date, we have 
completed more than 130 projects that improve energy efficiency and reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from our operations. 
 

 Solid Growth & Controlled Emissions
As a charter member of the California Climate Action Registry since 2002,  
Qualcomm has earned the distinction of “Climate Action Leader” for early and 
voluntary participation in reporting GHG emissions. Over the last six years, 
Qualcomm has expanded facilities by 91 percent to accommodate rapid growth, yet 
our emissions per gross square foot (GSF) of facilities space has remained level due 
to our continued investment in energy efficient equipment and technologies.

 

Total direct and indirect GHG emissions by weight (CO2 metric tons)
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 Building Green

In 2008, Qualcomm completed construction on over 250,000 

square feet of building improvements on our Santa Clara, 

California campus. We incorporated highly efficient lighting 

and HVAC systems and the campus performs nearly 23 

percent better than Title 24 building energy code requires. As 

a result, Qualcomm will save over 339,000 kilowatt hours per 

year and avoid 135 metric tons of GHG emissions, equivalent 

to eliminating the annual emissions of 25 cars. 

In addition, 99.7 percent of the demolished original 

building interiors were recycled, resulting in 1,148 tons of 

construction debris being diverted from local landfills. 

Furthermore, the implemented efficiencies for the new office, 

laboratory and kitchen facilities enabled Qualcomm to earn 

recognition from Silicon Valley Power and town officials at 

the annual Silicon Valley Town Meeting. Other green building 

attributes include: occupancy sensors, solar tube lighting, 

lighting controls which permit customized sweep and time 

of day scheduling to further reduce energy consumption, 

extensive use of daylighting for offices and conference 

rooms, cool roofs to reduce building heat, recycled content 

and recyclable carpet and office furniture and water saving 

kitchen and restroom fixtures.

Continued Cost Savings 

The cost savings impact continues for years to come 

because the energy we save translates into dollar savings on 

our utility bills every month. In fact, our more than four million 

square feet of building space in San Diego alone has saved 

more than 10 million kilowatt hours of electricity annually, 

valued at over $1.31 million savings each year. This is 

equivalent to avoiding 3,981 metric tons of greenhouse gas 

emissions or eliminating the annual emissions of 724 cars.

 Self-Generated Power

Qualcomm’s focus on innovation and technology reaches 

far beyond our product offerings. Our ongoing investment in 

cogeneration facilities means that we generate a good deal 

of our own power while being kind to the environment. 

In 2008, Qualcomm’s Real Estate and Facilities team 

(QREF) cut the ribbon on a state-of-the-art cogeneration 

plant at Building P in San Diego. The first of its kind in the 

U.S., this 4.3 megawatt Mercury 50 gas turbine paired with 

a 1,320 ton Broad absorption chiller, creates one of the 

most efficient, lowest emissions combined heat and power 

systems currently available. This new plant—along with the 

Cogeneration Plant at San Diego’s Building W campus—

gives Qualcomm the ability to self-generate almost 90 

percent of the electricity used at these two campuses.

Together, the two cogeneration units save 6,172 tons per 

year in greenhouse gas emissions (CO2). This savings is 

equal to removing the annual carbon emissions of 1,052  

cars or the average amount of electricity consumed by  

2,592 homes per year.

For Qualcomm, self-generated power is more cost-efficient 

and sustainable, as both campuses would be able to 

run without interruption in the event of a power failure or 

emergency. Qualcomm was acknowledged by San Diego 

Gas and Electric for helping take load off of their grid by 

using our own power, relieving critical resources during the 

2007 San Diego wildfire emergency.
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Over 2,766 photovoltaic solar 
modules sit atop roofs and carports 
at Qualcomm’s San Diego campuses, 
providing the Company with 500 
kilowatts of power.

 Solar-Powered Savings

Another part of Qualcomm’s environmental commitment lies in harnessing the 

power of the sun. Over 2,766 photovoltaic (PV) solar modules sit atop roofs and 

carports at Qualcomm’s San Diego campuses, providing the Company with 500 

kilowatts (kW) of power. 

The first 92 kW installation was completed in 2005. In 2007, an additional 349 

kW were added. These cells generate enough electricity to support 60 percent 

of the lighting requirements for the building complexes where they reside. Their 

combined monthly output is projected at 71,000 kW hours. These PV systems 

are expected to remain efficient for up to 30 years.

The installation of PV solar modules helped Qualcomm avoid producing over 

748,660 pounds or 340 metric tons of CO2 in 2008. This reduction is equivalent 

to the energy required to power 16,160 homes for a day or the pollution an 

average passenger car emits over 36,753 days. 

Our investment in solar technology has helped us earn LEED (Leadership 

in Energy and Environmental Design) GOLD Certification for our Building W 

campus in San Diego. This prestigious certification, provided by the U.S. Green 

Building Council, promotes buildings that are environmentally responsible, 

profitable and healthy places to live and work.

Qualcomm’s solar power investments have 
eliminated 49 tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions. This savings is equal to removing 
the annual carbon emissions of 136 homes 
per year.



 Conservation: Water Reclamation

Water is a precious resource and Qualcomm is doing its part to conserve it by 

investing in The City of San Diego’s “purple pipe” system. The pipes and valves 

are painted purple to indicate that they hold reclaimed (undrinkable) water and 

are one of Qualcomm’s most visible efforts to raise environmental awareness, 

conserve resources and save energy costs.

In addition, Qualcomm has been proactive by pre-plumbing the Buliding W 

campus in San Diego for reclaimed water, even though the city’s infrastructure 

will not serve that location until 2011. By doing this, we earned additional LEED 

points toward the Gold Certification of this campus.

Further contributions to water conservation include using drought resistant  

plants and water saving faucets and showerheads. We also maintain an 

advanced management control system for our cooling towers to closely monitor 

the chemical content and reduce water usage, saving over 20 million gallons  

of water annually.

2008 Water Reduction & Reuse Highlights 

 Saved 16,565,802 gallons of potable water by using reclaimed  

 water for irrigation.

 Landscaped our facilities with drought-resistant plants and drip  

 irrigation where possible.

 Installed efficient infrared-sensing faucets, flush valves, low-flow   

 shower heads and faucets to save over 1.2 million gallons of water in 2008.

 Saved over 18.5 million gallons of water in 2008 by effectively  

 managing our water treatment program for cooling towers.

 Reduced our water consumption by 128,700 gallons in 2008 by  

 implementing a water broom wash-down system for cleaning  

 exterior surfaces.
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2008 Sustainable Kitchen Highlights 
 Began converting grease waste to biodiesel with the help  

 of the San Diego based company New Leaf BioFuel. 

 Converted to 100 percent eco-friendly take-out  
 containers, plates and cups. 

 Began using recycled, biodegradable, organic and  
 chlorine-free paper products. 

 Eliminated the use of Styrofoam in all forms. 

 Installed high-efficiency Energy Star rated equipment for  
 water, electrical and mechanical operations in kitchen. 

 Installed Melink VFD (variable frequency drives for  
 kitchen ventilation) which works with UV light to reduce  
 chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). These eco-friendly solutions  
 enable Qualcomm to reduce high energy consuming HVAC. 

 Installed energy efficient air cooled ice machines to  
 reduce energy and water costs. 

 Increased water conservation by using “timed” water  
 control zone valves for dishwashing machines; regulating  
 coffee dipper wells resulting in total water savings  
 of 51,246 gallons per year; implementing no water thaw  
 methodology; eliminating steam generators; and  
 installing low-flow pre-rinse spray nozzles. 

 Installed “cool curtains” for our commercial freezers and  
 coolers, reducing our energy consumption for  
 refrigeration recovery times. 

 Served 19,500 lbs of organic line-caught salmon and  
 48,000 lbs of organic hormone-free chicken in 2008. 

 Eliminated the use of transfat, polyhydrogenated  
 soybean oils, MSG and foods with chemical  
 based preservatives.

 Sustainable Kitchen Practices 

Qualcomm’s sustainability practices are also evident in  
our food services division. We’ve re-engineered our kitchens 
and dining centers to create an innovative product and 
service model with the utmost focus on sustainability  
and energy efficiency. 

From installing the highest rated energy efficient cooking 
equipment to collaborating with area farmers to purchase 
all natural produce and organic meats, Qualcomm provides 
employees with healthier and safer food choices that reflect 
our Company’s commitment to promoting a sustainable 
environment.

Commitment to supporting sustainability efforts extends to 
the way we cook our foods. We have eliminated the use of 
polyhydrogenated soybean oils and installed state-of-the-art 
variable speed demand ventilation (Melink) systems in our 
kitchens. We are determined to serve the healthiest foods, 
while leaving the smallest possible carbon footprint. We 
have teamed with the Green Restaurant Association (GRA), 
a national nonprofit organization committed to promoting 
environmentally sustainable food service, to complete our 
GRA certification.
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 Green Cleaning

Qualcomm’s dedication to a greener, safer environment extends into all aspects 

of day-to-day operations. In 2007, Qualcomm Building Services team instituted 

a new cleaning system, ManageMen’s® Operating System 1 (OS1)®, as part of 

our Green Cleaning Program. We reduced the number of cleaning products from 

29 to 6 and cut chemical use from 1,102 active cleaning units to 72. We also 

decreased the amount of chemical containers we send to landfills by 97 percent 

and reduced our annual water and electric usage. Replacing paper towel with 

microfiber cloths has reduced the amount of paper towel disposal sent to landfills 

by 2.06 tons per year. We have currently transitioned the OS1 cleaning system 

to 16 Qualcomm buildings and will continue growing the program.

Growing Local. Buying Local.

Qualcomm has changed the way we operate our kitchens in 
order to support local growers and reduce our impact to the 
environment. We’ve also made it easier for Qualcomm employees 
to bring local food home to their families. 

The Farm to Fork Program – jointly implemented by Qualcomm 
kitchens and Culinart Inc. – plans menus and orders ingredients 
based upon local fresh grown fruits and vegetables. This practice 
reduces packaging and transportation costs and provides great 
nutritional food to our employees everyday.

The Farm Stand connects local and regional farming communities 
with Qualcomm employees via a weekly farmer’s market on the 
Qualcomm campus.

The Herb Garden club enables Qualcomm employees to relax 
outdoors, clear their minds, renew their spirits and provide an 
economic resource to the sustainability of our kitchens. During 
the harvest season all of the cafeterias utilize the bounty of herbs, 
spices and vegetables wherever possible.



 Recycling and eWaste
Qualcomm ‘s dedication to the environment reaches 

far beyond the workplace. Grassroots efforts started by 

Qualcomm employees around the world have found  

unique and inspiring ways to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Qualcomm Recycling Day 

Green initiatives include development of earth-friendly 

events like Qualcomm Earth Day. Established in 2007, the 

Company set up an e-waste recycling drive on-site, giving 

employees the opportunity to drop off everything from 

batteries to television sets. This allowed employees to keep 

11,211 pounds of personal electronic waste from ending 

up in landfills in 2008 and 78 cell phones were donated 

to charitable organizations. A total of 585 light bulbs were 

exchanged for compact fluorescents bulbs. 2008 Recycling & Source Reduction Highlights 

 Qualcomm’s distribution center in Singapore  

 modified operations to reduce waste by recycling   

 cardboard boxes from suppliers, reusing chip containers,  

 reusing bubble packs and using pallets made from  

 recycled paper.

 Qualcomm’s shuttle service experienced a record  

 number of customers in 2008, with approximately  

 360,000 miles driven across the San Diego campus.  

 By using hybrid vehicles in place of gasoline powered  

 vans, approximately 39 tons of greenhouse gases  

 were prevented. 

 Qualcomm’s San Diego offices recycled 312,133 pounds  

 of e-waste and donated 286 assets, including notebook  

 computers, desktops and monitors to local schools and  

 nonprofit organizations.

 Qualcomm’s San Diego cafeterias reduced their  

 environmental impact by replacing plastic food  

 containers with biodegradable food containers, keeping  

 11,000 plastic food containers out of landfills each week.
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