What happens to productivity
when you unplug?

by Rob O’Regan

The electric vehicle has introduced a new stressor into society: “range anxiety.” It's defined as the fear that an EV
won’t have enough juice to get the driver to their destination.

Mobile workers can relate to this feeling when it comes to their laptops.

Most mobile workers have probably faced a scenario where they’re on a train, at a customer site, oron a
service call with no power source and an urgent need to connect with colleagues or the home office, finish

a presentation, or access cloud- or web-based resources. As the battery meter trickles down, “you start to
compromise what you can do because you’re trying to conserve the drips of power left on your PC,” says Craig
Tellalian, director, Field Applications Engineering for Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. “So you’re running in a less
productive, less efficient way, all in the hopes of stretching the battery an extra hour.”

Battery life and performance versus increased mobility has been a longstanding trade-off for knowledge
workers, sales teams, and field technicians alike. The challenge has heightened as mobile users—and their
laptops—take on increasingly heavy workloads and multitasking becomes the norm. At the same time, user
expectations have changed, driven by the consistent performance and long battery life of their mobile phones.
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“Workers want a device that runs cool and can handle all of their multitasking workloads,” says Tellalian. “It needs
to stream video and audio really well and get me through at least a full day running on a battery. That’s the new
expectation, and it’s forcing a lot of IT teams to accelerate their PC plans, because those communities of users
can’'t get their work done unless they’re on newer technology.”

Snapdragon® X Series is the performance leader in Windows Al PCs, offering a path to better battery life and
productivity improvement. While these PCs are positioned as “Al-enabled” devices, their benefits extend beyond
Al capabilities. The addition of a neural processing unit (NPU) dedicated to Al workloads frees up the CPU and
GPU, putting less strain on battery life and improving overall system performance for unplugged devices.

For example, Copilot+ PCs powered by Snapdragon X Series provide up to 22 hours of battery life on a single
charge!. With highly optimized CPU, GPU and NPU engines working together, power is designated where and
when needed, improving performance of all workloads, not just Al tasks.

“When you have freedom from your power cord and still keep your performance, that’s a game changer,” says
Carmen True, Vice President, Product Marketing with Qualcomm Technologies. “Now you can walk around the
building to all your meetings, or to the coffee shop and back, and still do the hard processing workloads—all
without killing your battery. Once you have that, there’s no turning back.”

Microsoft’s ended support for Windows 10 in October 2025 has served as a catalyst for PC fleet

refreshes to support the transition to Windows 11, which has opened the door for Al PC growth. IDC predicts
that Al PC shipments will grow to more than 167 million in 2027, which will represent nearly 60% of all PC
shipments worldwide.®

“A lot of companies will be looking to refresh their four-year-old PCs, and Windows 10 end of service is an
opportunity to start putting Al PCs into the installed base,” says Tom Mainelli, IDC’s Group Vice President
of Device and Consumer Research.

Now that Windows 10 has reached end of service, this is an opportune time to reevaluate and choose
Snapdragon as the heart of your PC.
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