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How Do Document Conversion Software 
Solutions Compare?

Proprietary and open-source solutions fall short of customer needs due to 
limited conversion quality that does not maintain formatting and layout, but 
this is where DirectOffice Document Conversion Software shines. The 
following examples show exactly the kind of quality your solution could see 
with DirectOffice compared to other solutions. It should be clear that 
DirectOffice alone is a close match to Microsoft Office, while other solutions 
can't come close - some even dropping content or placing objects over one 
another so all the content cannot be seen.
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DirectOffice Document Conversion Software Feature Comparison

DirectOffice is uniquely positioned to ensure Office documents can be accurately viewed virtually anywhere they may be found. 
When integrated with any software solution, DirectOffice software converts files created from Office 97 through Office 2021 and 
the latest Microsoft 365 updates, enabling emulation of Microsoft Office quality without the need for costly licensing 
subscriptions and conversion costs. The table compares features of DirectOffice software to those of other solutions.

Feature DirectOffice Proprietary Converters (A, 
B, C) 

Open Source Microsoft Office

Maintains original formatting and layout Yes No No Yes

Includes font technology that does not depend on system fonts Yes No No No

Provides consistent conversion across platforms Yes No No Yes

Enables easy integration across platforms Yes Some Yes Yes

Offers fast preview and in-line viewing support out-of-the-box Yes Yes No No

Supports security features, including watermarks and decryption Yes Some No No

Uses an affordable licensing model, without metering or seat licensing Yes No N/A No
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• All content 
maintained

• Patented font 
substitution keeps 
style, line breaks and 
layout

vs DirectOffice

Fidelity 
Comparison

Original DirectOffice
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• Fonts change style, 
line breaks and 
layout

• Broken layout 
obscures content

• Unsupported graph 
styles

vs Proprietary Converter (A)

Fidelity 
Comparison

Original Competitor A
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• Fonts change style, 
line breaks and 
layout

• Broken layout 
pushes content to 
additional page (deal 
breaker for legal 
documents!)

• Partially supported 
graph styles

vs Proprietary Converter (B)

Fidelity 
Comparison

Original Competitor B
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• Fonts change style, 
line breaks and 
layout

• Broken layout 
obscures content

vs Proprietary Converter (C)

Fidelity 
Comparison

Original Competitor C
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• Fonts OK: must be 
resident on system

• Images missing

• Smart Art incorrect

• Broken layout 
pushes content to 
additional page (deal 
breaker for legal 
documents!)

vs Open Source Converter

Fidelity 
Comparison

Original Open Source
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